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worms are all head. These heads hook on to the wall of the intestine and proceed to develop segments from behind the head outward. From then on another life cycle is started,
Symptoms of tape-worm infestation
Birds carrying tape-worms act the same as those infested with round-worms. There is usually weakness and unthrifti-ness which may continue until the birds are paralyzed. Paleness of comb and wattles is a common symptom. Birds of all ages may harbor tape-worms, but the losses are greatest in young ones. Sometimes the poultryman may notice the white segments as they pass in the fresh droppings.
When the birds are opened after death, the worms are found clinging to the wall of the intestine. One or two worms may not cause trouble, but when present in large numbers they may be considered the cause of the disease. The tape-worm is very fragile and breaks easily.
Treatment
The best and simplest treatment for tape-worms is the use of kamala. This drug is made up in one-gram capsules or tablets. While one gram is the customary dose, this amount should not be given to birds less than half grown. When administered to birds only a few weeks old, the death of many may follow. The birds should not be fasted before treatment. This drug is sometimes very poisonous to turkeys, especially to young poults. It is also dangerous to use when the intestines are empty. Birds badly emaciated or weakened from this disease have little vitality and may succumb to any treatment. A safety precaution would be to try the, one-gram dose on several birds soon after they have been fed. If one or two die, the dose should be reduced about one-half. Birds in good flesh and of proper age are seldom disturbed by the treatment.
The fact that it is dangerous to treat very young chickens and turkeys is unfortunate, because heavy losses are some-